The cytosol origin of macromolecules extruded by cultured chick embryo fibroblast cells.
The DNA and protein extruded by chick embryo fibroblast cells has been analysed by chromatography. A high proportion of the DNA is in the form of a protein-complex of size around 5 X 10(5) dalton. The patterns of the DNA and protein extruded into the supernatant are closely similar in many respects to those found in the cell cytosol. It is concluded that the macromolecular material extruded by cells in culture is of cytosol origin: a possible function in terms of "information" carriage is proposed.